MAJOR RAIL PROJECTS IN THE UK

There are numerous projects being carried out
throughout the UK during the next five years.
These are the major works to look out for.

Crossrail: A £15.9 billion Transport for London
project based around building new tunnels to
connect the Great Western and Eastern main lines.
Preparation work will begin this year, with the first
trainsdue torunin 2017.

Waverly project: Re-establishing a link between
Edinburgh and the Scottish borders. Estimated to
cost up to £295 million and to beginin 2011.
Glasgow Airportrail link: A Transport Scotland
project to be completed in 2011 and will link Glasgow
central station to Glasgow International Airport.
Aims to generate £3.14 billion a year in tourism and
leisure employment.

East London Line extension: A £600 million
Transport for London project to extend the line
north to Dalston Junction and south to Crystal
Palace. Phase1of the project is due to be completed
in June 2010.

Who are the main players?

Therailindustry in the UK is dominated by three
companies.

Transport for London: They are responsible for
running and maintaining London’s underground rail
network and co-ordinating with the operators which
provide National Rail services throughout London.
Network Rail: They own and operate the rail
infrastructure within Britain. This includes various

stations, tracks, bridges, signals and tunnels.
Transport Scotland: the national transport
agency for Scotland who are responsible for the
majority of rail services and investment within
Scotland.

There are numerous contractors within the UK
carrying out rail services for the main agencies.
Theseinclude the likes of Balfour Beatty, Carillion,
Mott McDonald, Jarvis, Babcock and Westinghouse.

How many trades/resources/
sub-contractors are employed on projects?
There are numerous roles involved in large-scale rail
projects, from the tenders being awarded for
mechanical and engineering work, to labour
agencies being brought in. For most projects there
will usually be a small number of contractors
employed.

Network Rail recently announced just seven to
work onits £800 million track enhancement
projects. Beyond this, there will then be dozens of
SMEsinvolved in other aspects.

Forexample, the Kings Cross rejuvenation
project in London has just got underway and, along
with the main contractor BAM Construct, there are
people involved with scaffolding, piling,
superstructure, infrastructure and demolition.

There can be hundreds, even thousands, of
people involved. On the East London Line project,
more than 3,000 people are employed, while up to
15,000 construction workers will be required for the
Crossrail project.
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