SPECIALREPORTH

®

Canrail projects beatrecession?

OVERVIEW
JUSTIN MOSS

In the grips of recession, the
construction industry is clear-
ly struggling. But in past years,
investment in road and rail in-
frastructure has given the econ-
omy the shot it needs to get out
of trouble.

In recent weeks, the ma-
jor players in the rail indus-
try, such as Network Rail and
Transport for London, have
been given significant fund-
ing for the foreseeable future,
which demonstrates the Gov-
ernment’s positive plans and
investment.
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Network Rail will receive
£28.5 billion, to be spent during
the next five years, on Britain’s
rail systems to lengthen plat-
forms and replace old equip-
ment. Transport for London’s
five-year plan includes mod-
ernisation and refurbishment
of more than 200 stations by
2010, all District Line trains
to be refurbished by the end of
this year, and train, track and
signal upgrades which will
provide an extra three million
kilometres to be run every year,
by 2009/10.

These are just a few projects
to take place despite the reces-
sion, and highlights why the
Construction Products Associ-
ation recently announced that
it expects rail construction
work to increase by 190 per

Rail projects will provide critical support for the construction industry

Yet the Government is clear-
ly dedicated to specific projects
such as the £326 million Lon-
don Overground upgrade for
the 2012 Olympics. The key ele-
ment to grasp when looking at
projects such as these when

funded projects are in a strong
position during the next few
years, despite economic fears.
The reasons why the Govern-
ment chooses to focus on rail
infrastructure projects during
difficult financial periods is

aim to facilitate new housing,
reduce congestion and address
the predicted labour shortfall of
18,500 people by 2015.

Two things to consider when
tendering for rail work are
Equality Diversity Inclusions,
to ensure that everyone is given
equal employment opportuni-
ties, and Link-Up approvals, the
supplier accreditation system
used by the UK railway indus-
try. Ultimately, though, the best
advice to give is obvious: provide
the best service possible.

There may be a number of
large projects, but the rail in-
dustry is dominated by only
a few big names. A good track
record will mean repeat busi-
ness, and with Government-
backed projects likely to ex-
pand, it is vital to make the
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